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CARNARVON, CIVIC CENTRE PRECINCT 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.56 pm]:  On 7 April 2004, in an edition of the Northern 
Guardian, which services Carnarvon, Exmouth, Coral Bay, Denham and Shark Bay, a report was carried on its 
first page of a meeting between the Shire of Carnarvon, the Premier and senior ministers.  The newspaper report 
indicated that the shire’s presentation containing its vision of the priorities necessary for Carnarvon to fulfil its 
role as the southern gateway to the Ningaloo Reef and the tourist area to the north gained a positive response 
from the Premier.  The report went on to quote Burrup MLA Fred Riebling as saying - 

The aim now is to put together a Carnarvon 2010 like they did in Bunbury in the mid 80s; a master plan 
that sets out the obligations of the local, State and Federal governments.   

Mr Riebeling went on to say in the article that he hoped that this document would be produced in the next few 
months.  It is now six months since that meeting and Fred Riebeling’s comments, and I understand from the 
Shire of Carnarvon that the time frame has now gone out to 2020.  In addition, the document is still in draft form 
awaiting the Government’s consideration.  Regardless, positive cooperation was evident in the initial discussions 
on the future of Carnarvon. 

For those who are not aware, the Government has decided to replace the police station in Carnarvon.  Although 
the local police are prepared to see the site of the station moved, they take the understandable and supported 
view that the police station and its lockup should be adjacent to the courthouse.  Members might recall that the 
2004-05 budget includes a provision of $800 000 this year towards the estimated cost of $4.25 million to replace 
the police station.  There is no provision, however, for the replacement of the courthouse, and I understand that 
that possibility has not been considered.  The shire was also told that there was a possibility that the land 
occupied by the Department of Fisheries would be freeholded and sold.  There does not appear to be provision in 
this year’s budget for this possibility, so I am not sure how far that idea has progressed.   
On becoming aware of those discussions or developments, the Shire of Carnarvon quite correctly seized on a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to develop the civic centre precinct.  The civic centre precinct concept developed 
by the Shire of Carnarvon calls for the creation of a town square behind the existing civic centre.  Incorporated in 
the concept are open-sided hip roof pavilions flanking the town square for use as market stalls.  I have a copy of 
the plan that was on the front page of the Carnarvon Community News.  It is proposed that pavilions will flank 
the town square for use as market stalls, displays and exhibitions.  The civic centre forecourt would also be 
refurbished.  The buildings behind the civic centre, including the police station and courthouse, would be 
demolished to make way for a new visitors centre with a new commercial area and holiday apartments or shop-
houses - something of that design - and a restaurant cum function centre.  It will also include a new, sensible 
public convenience.  To assist with the concept, the shire has indicated that it is prepared to undertake a land 
swap with the State.  Unfortunately, this is where the crunch occurs because the Department of Justice does not 
want to move the courthouse.  More importantly, it states that there is no money for a move and that it is not 
prepared to reorder its priorities to accommodate the wishes of the shire regardless of a land swap.  On the other 
hand, the Commissioner of Police has advised the Shire of Carnarvon that, given there would be no effective 
difference in cost, he would most certainly be prepared to look at relocating the Carnarvon Police Station 
provided that relocation of the courthouse followed within 12 months.  I must say that that sounds like a sensible 
solution to me and one that I understand is currently under consideration by the shire.  It is also under 
consideration by the Department of Justice.  There is no doubt in my mind that the civic centre precinct concept 
produced by the Shire of Carnarvon will be a great step forward for the town.  It will be a definite breath of fresh 
air that will transform the centre of the town.  However, for the concept to achieve reality, it is required that the 
State Government and relevant agencies have a reality check so that they will cooperate and work and plan in 
such a way that will produce the ultimate win-win situation.  I say win-win situation because it would be a very 
beneficial project to be accomplished for the town.  If the government agencies were moved to the former 
Gascoyne Traders site, which for those who know Carnarvon is on the corner of Robinson Street and Babbage 
Island Road and is a three-acre area, we would have not only the desired close proximity of the courts and police 
lock-up but also the opportunity to base all the emergency services for Carnarvon on the one site.  It would be of 
tremendous benefit for the Fire and Emergency Services Authority and other organisations, especially during 
cyclone periods and when other problems arise.  Again, it would require cooperation between the government 
agencies.  This must be pushed by the Government as hard as possible. 
Like the Shire of Carnarvon, I believe that the centre of the town is extremely important to the whole community 
and that any change by anyone, private or public, that will affect that area should be considered in the overall 
context of the best possible impact on the community.  It must also be considered how any change will 
complement the overall plans for the tourism and residential developments of Whitlock and Babbage Islands.  
Quite frankly, the concept makes a lot of sense to me and it has my total support.  I therefore ask the 
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Government to get its act together quickly to ensure that we can have an integrated approach to government 
accommodation in Carnarvon and a coordinated approach to the redevelopment of the town. 
Carnarvon is extremely important to the State, both strategically as a transport hub and economically through its 
traditional fishing, horticultural and pastoral industries.  In this day and age tourism is becoming a very 
important ingredient of the State’s economy and development.  Carnarvon is the central connection between the 
Kimberley and Pilbara and the south west of the State.  The shire is to be congratulated for seizing this - as it 
says - once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  It is an outstanding opportunity to develop the town with a long-term plan 
that will enhance the attributes Carnarvon has to offer.  I am sure that members are aware that Carnarvon has the 
best and most comfortable year-round weather pattern in this State.  As a tourism attraction it has a tremendous 
amount to offer.  With government cooperation in this development it will become a tourism and retirement 
destination second to none.  I urge the Government to coordinate these plans so that the Shire of Carnarvon can 
bring to fruition something that will be very beneficial to a most important area of the State. 
 


